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RECENT REFERENCES: 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

On 13 September 2011, the Boundary Commission for England published its initial 
proposals for new Parliamentary Constituency boundaries.  Following a period of 
consultation, it is intended to complete the review by October 2013, which will then 
allow sufficient time for the Government to consider the Commission’s final 
recommendations and agree new boundaries, before the next Parliamentary Election 
in May 2015. 
 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Committee considers those Parliamentary Constituency boundary 
proposals which affect the Winchester District and makes recommendations to 
Council, at its meeting to be held on 2 November 2011. 
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LICENSING AND REGULATION COMMITTEE 
 
13 October 2011 

INITIAL REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY BOUNDARIES IN ENGLAND 

REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR (GOVERNANCE) AND HEAD OF 
DEMOCRATIC SERVICES  

DETAIL: 
 
1 Introduction 

1.1 The Boundary Commission for England has produced proposals which reduce 
the number of Parliamentary Constituencies (PCs) and aim to achieve 
improved electoral equality, by ensuring that each constituency is no more 
than 5% either side of the ‘electoral quota’ (76,641).  At present, constituency 
sizes vary considerably and a Member of Parliament can represent from 
55,000 to 110,000 electors. 

1.2 The key facts and figures for the new proposals are as follows:- 

(a) the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (as amended) provides that 
each Constituency must be no smaller than 72,810 electors and no larger 
than 80,473 electors (the Isle of Wight being the only exception).  The 
electorate figures used are from the Register of Electors compiled as at 1 
December 2010. 

(b) overall, the existing 533 PCs in England would be reduced to 502. 

(c) the existing 84 PCs in the South East region would be reduced to 83 
(which includes the two proposed PCs expressly reserved for the Isle of 
Wight).  A formula in Schedule 2 to the above Act determines the number 
of constituencies allocated to the South East region. 

(d) the existing 18 PCs in Hampshire would be reduced to 17. 

(e) the existing Meon Valley Constituency would be abolished and the 
Winchester District would be covered by two revised PCs – Winchester 
(74,480 electors) and Fareham & Horndean (79,846 electors). 

1.3 Appendices attached to this report show the proposed boundaries both in 
map form and list the District Wards allocated to each PC in Hampshire. 
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2 Comment 
 
2.1 The current boundaries came into effect after the 2005 Parliamentary Election 

and so have been used for only one election since, in May 2010. 
 
2.2 The statutory framework determines the number of constituencies allocated to 

the South East Region and the minimum/maximum number of electors for 
each constituency. 

 
2.3 In addition to the importance of achieving broad numerical parity between 

constituencies, the other key factors taken into account by the Commission 
are as follows:-  

 
(a) special geographical considerations (e.g mountains, rivers, lakes etc) 

including the size, shape and accessibility in a constituency. 
 
(b) local government boundaries (using District Wards as the basic 

‘building blocks’) 
 

(c) boundaries of existing constituencies 
 

(d) any local ties that would be broken by a change in constituencies 
 
2.4 From the administrative viewpoint, the City Council was the lead Authority 

which ran both the Winchester and Meon Valley Parliamentary Elections in 
2010 (which involved taking in certain areas from three other authorities - 
Eastleigh, East Hampshire and Havant).  Under the proposed arrangements, 
the City Council would continue to be lead Authority for the revised 
Winchester Constituency. 

 
2.5 For the new Fareham and Horndean Constituency, Fareham Borough Council 

would act as lead Authority and ‘take’ from the City Council the Wards of 
Boarhunt & Southwick, Denmead, Shedfield, Wickham and Whiteley. 

 
3 What Happens Next? 

3.1 The current consultation exercise will run until 5 December 2011.  During that 
time, any person or organisation may make written comments to the 
Commission.  There are also a number of regional public hearings that will 
take place, at which oral representations may be made.  The Commission has 
confirmed that the same weight will be given to both written and oral 
representations. 

3.2 All comments will then be published on the Commission’s website and a four 
week period allowed for further written representations to be made. 

3.3 Once that period is concluded, the Commission will consider all the comments 
made and, if necessary, publish revised proposals for consultation over a 
further eight week period.    
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3.4 After that period has expired, the Commission will undertake a last review of 
comments made and submit its final report to the Government, by the 
deadline date of 1 October 2013.  The matter must be laid before Parliament 
and so it is likely that the new PCs will be agreed during 2014, ready for the 
next Parliamentary Elections in May 2015. 

4 Conclusion 

4.1 Members are now requested to consider the proposals as they affect our 
District and make recommendations to Council accordingly.   

4.2 The Commission has explained that, if objection is raised to its proposals, any 
alternatives put forward must take into account the statutory rules. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

5 SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY AND CHANGE PLANS 
 (RELEVANCE TO): 

5.1 The Sub-Committee will have regard to the Council’s priorities as set out in its 
Sustainable Community Strategy and Corporate Business Plan, with particular 
reference to ‘An Efficient and Effective Council’. 

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 

6.1  Officer time will be involved in amending the agreed constituency boundaries, 
liaising with neighbouring authorities etc. but the costs can be contained 
within existing budgets. 

7  RISK MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

7.1  There are no risk management issues provided the appropriate procedures 
are followed.   

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

None. 

APPENDICES: 

Appendix 1  Existing Parliamentary Boundaries (as defined by Wards)  

Appendix 2 Proposed Parliamentary Boundaries for Hampshire (as defined 
by Wards) 

Appendix 3  Proposals Maps for the Winchester and Fareham & Horndean 
Parliamentary Constituencies 


















